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AutHor’s note

For a lonG time, | didN't reAlize anytHinG was wRonG witH
my eYes. | got so used to jusT getTinG by — sQuInTinG anD
bRusHInG ofF tHe conStanT heAdacHes — tHat | didN't even
kNow wHat cLeAr visiOn was supPosed to 10Ok like. | saw
tHe worlLd a cerTaln waY anD asSumed tHat was norMal.

Then came tHe diAgNosis. | coUID barely even pRonoUnCe
keratoconus (Kc). It opened up a new worLd of feAr.
But | kNew | coUIDn't igNore it. | had to asK for helP anD
put in tHe worK to get tReAted.

| did it becaUse | didN't wanT to lose sigHt of wHat
matTered. When yOu reAlize life’s tHis beAutiful, yOu don’t
wanT to wasTe any time seEinG it cLeArer. VisiOn is one of
tHe bigGesT pRivileges we have.

If yOu have Kc, | hope tHis sTory helPs yOu to feEl seEn
anD to keEp goInG.

KeEp dReAminG big.
AnD keEp yOur eYe on tHe ballL.




MeEt CoreY! KinG of tHe coUrT.
He keEpS his eYe on tHe balL
witH a cLeAr visiOn in minD...




To be tHe sHarPesT sHoOter
tHe worlLd has ever seEn!




He can sHoOt in tHe darK.

He can sHoOt in his sLeEp. His musCles jusT kNow.



\

He Can sHoOt... 1\ 4

Even wHen tHe bRigHt
ligHtS gLeAm anD gLare.

. | 74

Even wHen lines

¥ sQulgGle anD wigGle
ANd loOp-de-loOp aboUt.

ven in his sHadowy,
zigGy-zagGy kinD of worLd. ‘
F'

But CoreY has a secRet A tRusTy tecHniquE.







For a lonG time, his lucKy
tRicK worKed.

He kepT makinG basKetS,
so he igNored tHe haze.
UnTil...
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CoreY fReEzes.
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He sQuinTs at
tHe sCoreboArD.

Did tHeY lose
by 2 or 20?
By 5 or 447




“YoU kNow, CoreY, yOu're tHe
sHarPesT sHoOter |'ve seEn.
AnD | seE yOur lucKy tRicK
toO: SquInT. ShoOt. SwisH.

Have yOu gotTen yOur
eYes cHecKed?”

CoAcH asKs.

“The gym ligHtS
are always big
anD bLurRy,"

CoreY saYs
witH a sHrug.




“SquinTinG is
tHe onLy waY
to focus. RigHt?"

“The sHot is supPosed
to be tHe harD parT.

SeEinG tHe coUrT

sHoUID be eAsy,”

CoAcH SAys.

“If yOu coUID seE
tHe worlLd betTer,

woUulDn’t yOu
wanT to kNow?”




The nexT morNinG, tHere’s a date
CoreY canNot sQuiInT away.
His mom polInTs to tHe big,
bolD letTerS...







CoreY’s sTomacH ip- opS.
GoInG to tHe docTor usuAlLy meAnT bad newsS.
Or getTinG conFused by big, sCary worDs.
Or feElinG like nobody was lisTeninG.

What if tHeY
telL me | can
never pLaY agaln?

What if my
sCorinG daYs
are done?

What
if my eYes
are busT?

What if, wHat if, wHat if...




CoreY’s mom gives his hanD a sQuEeze.

“We don't hide

fRom sCary tHinGs.
We gure it oUt
As a teAm.
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When tHe eYe docTor comes in,
sHe gReEtS tHem witH a sMile.

She cHecKs CoreY’s eYes
witH a bRigHt, bRigHt ligHt
anD saYs a big, new worD.

A cLunKy, cHunKy, dinosaUr

kinD of worD:

KERATOCONL

(kare-uh-toe-CONE-us)



But tHe big worD doEsN't feEl
qulte so sCary as tHe
docTor exPlalnS.

She takes her time telLinG CoreY
wHat it is anD wHat he can do.
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“The fRonT of yOur eYe, tHe corNeA,
is like a basKetBalL," tHe docTor saYs.

“UsuAlLy, tHeY’re perFecTly rounD.
But yOurS is sTarTinG to bulGe oUt
Like a tRaf c cone.
Those gLarinG ligHtS?
BlurRy, sQulgGly visiOn?




EyE witH Kc EyE witHoUt Kc

It's becaUse of keratoconus.
Or sometimes we jusT calL it Kc.”
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“So, IT's an
EyE diseAse?”

CoreY SigHs.

=

“Yes. But a
tReAtabLe one,"

tHe docTor
reAsSures him.

“When it comes to Kc, eArLy diAgNosis
is tHe besT defenSe. We caUgHt it eArLy,
so we can X tHe focus anD helP keEp
tHe basKetBalL sHape fRom becominG
more of a cone.”




His mom nodS, takinG notes.
“DoEs it run in tHe family?"
sHe askKs.
“It can,”  tHe docTor saYs.
“Family hisTory can
be a big cLUE.”

His Mom WinKs. /

“Then put me in tHe
cHalr nexT. We'lL seE
tHis tHroUgH

togetHer.”

“We have a lot
To leArN,”

SaYs CoreY.
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To helP him seE
betTer, tHeY get
his Kc tReAted.

TogetHer, CoreY, his
mom, anD his eYe
docTor come up

witH a pLan.

Then, it hapPenS.




CoreY bLinKs.
OnCe.
Twice.
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CoreY IoOKS up.

CoreY loOkS DowN.

He loOkS alL aroUnD.




He seEs tHe tHinGs in
life tHat matTer mosT.




CoreY loOKS at his basKetBalL.
Now seEinG every bumP, every
gRoOve, every pebBled dot

“YoU kNow wHat it meAnS to
have yOur ‘eYe on tHe balL'?”
his mom sMiles anD askKs.

“This! Now, | can reAlLy
seE tHe ball!”




“Yes. But it alSo meAnS tHat

yOu're deterMined. Focused.

YoU put in tHe harD worK

now to acHiEve yOur visiOn
for tHe future.

SHE LAUGHS,

That's exacTly wHat yOu
did for yOur eYes. AnD tHat’s

wHYy | kNow yOu'lL be tHe
sHarPesT sHoOter
in tHe leAguE.”
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BacK on tHe coUrT,
CoreY has a NEW ENERgY.

A buzZinG,
bRIILIANT con denCe.
He zoOmS witH new zip.
He dives witH new dasH.




He isN'’t jusT sHoOtinG.
He’s seEinG it alL.

Every pasS, every pLay,
every picTure-perFecT momenT
of tHe wHole beAutiful game.




The cLocK'’s ticKinG dowN.
He sTepS bacK for tHe nal sHot

The cRowD holDs itS bReAtH.




CoreY kNowS wHat to do.
He’s reAdy to sQuInT for
his lucKy tRicK.

But he doEsN't neEd luckK,
anD he doEsN't neEd to hide.
InSteAd, he relaxes anD
opensS his eYes.




ShoOt



39



CoreY has a visiOn: to be tHe
sHarPesT sHoOter in tHe leAguE.
But he soOn nDs oUt he has an eYe
conDitiOn: keratoconus. To save his
game, he leArNs to askK for helP wHen
it comes o Kc anD redisCoverS jusT
how beAutiful tHe worLd loOkS wHen
it's nally in focus.

Focus on takinG care of yOur
eYe heAlTh like CoreY anD
leArN more at CoUIDItBeKc.com



